WHAT   I   WANT   MY   DAUGHTER   TO   BE
lappy because they wonder whether others are taking any
Interest in them. They show off in order to attract attention
md to impress, and they learn to sneer quickly in case some-
body else may sneer first. They imitate. They toady. They
Feel resentment. They suspect any glance they intercept of
being a reproach or a criticism. In a great, noisy, rapid-
naoving society such as ours they are all very lonely and
rather frightened; and unless they can have a good deal of
racket and shouting which they call 'fun,' or unless they are
constantly receiving flatteries and reassurances of the little
power they wield, they live in the dumps. This sort of thing
is useless to such a woman as I want my daughter to be.
She must imitate for a time, until she learns to go her own
way; she must show off for a little while, because somebody
very small is sure to need an audience for her best perfor-
mances. But I hope the days of imitation and showing off will
pass as quickly as possible; for I want her to be an individual,
independent, capable of moral fearlessness, and at the same
time indifferent to every meaner aspect of ambition. I want
her to think all the time of performance; never of rewards.
All this, you will say, puts rather a heavy burden upon a
pair of shoulders which as yet is narrow. It does. But it must
be admitted that life is not very easy for most of us; and we
can all remember those we knew in our own childhood, who
for want of that stiffening of the moral fibre which we call
character have collapsed or contented themselves witli so
much less than second best that they live miserably in lethargy
or unhappiness. I do not, of course, expect my daughter to
be perfect. I think it likely that she will, being my daughter,
be extremely imperfect. But I want her to have a good
conscience, to be loved, to be happy; and it seems to me that
possession of the qualities and accomplishments I most
admire will assuredly contribute to that best of all fortunes.
I may be wrong.
And now, if you will excuse me, I will leave you. I wish